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Where are we?

The Rotary Club of Box Hill Burwood meets at 6.00 pm for 6.15 pm every 1st and 3rd

Tuesday evenings of the month in the Upton Room, Lower Level, Box Hill RSL, 28 Nelson

Road, Box Hill. Members are requested to contribute $10 per meeting to meet the hire of

the Upton Room. Meetings are followed by a meal at 7.30 pm in the RSL Bistro.

Also informal Fellowship dinners are held on alternate Tuesdays of the month as
scheduled at 6.15pm at the RSL Bistro.

In considering the task of writing an opening paragraph for
our wonderful bulletin dutifully, prepared by our editor
Lyndon, I started to think about how I could possibly make it
a bit of fun whilst still getting information to our team of
great people…… how can I possibly do this??

Well here goes

Diary of a President (or Musings of a Mad Woman aka Why do
we do this?)

Week 1: Frantic and Frenetic - Part 1 Changeover Night

Step 1: – arrive early……check, serviettes wont work with the name tags I
made…. Hmm, thanks to the great staff at the venue all changed and
sorted…..check.

Step 2: meet and greet with the amazing, lovely people who attended the night and
helped make this a fabulous night to farewell our amazing President Charlie and
welcome little ol’ me…check.

Step 3: Wonderful meal as arranged by out fabulous purveyor of functions Rob
Fenton and topped off by entertainment by Clarence Marshall…. could the
night have been any better? I think not. Relax and enjoy it…. check

Part 2 – 1st official duty as President – Probus Mont Albert’s 30th Anniversary.

This event was a testament to our club, I was made aware that we have charted
around 6 Probus clubs but to open the history document presented to me to see
the names of those instrumental in chartering this club, Robert Leach, Clem Joyce
and Lloyd Cranwell made this 30-year achievement even more amazing … such a
vibrant club and what a legacy! President’s Message Con� nued……….



President’s Message Continued….

Part 3 – 1st Club Meeting …… the stress! Don’t forget anything, try to
get it right …. such pressure but so amazing to hear how RYLA has
such an impact in the lives of young people. A great night all round
made even better by the return of our fabulous Sergeant Robert Leach,
who rang the school bell and got us all back in line! Thank you Sir.

Part 4 – next duty July 20th – Visit Cultivating Community on the rooftop of Burwood

Brickworks – how hard could that be?

Difficult it wasn’t, but freezing it was. Of course (Murphy’s Law) it had to be the cold-
est and most miserable day of the week, so dressed in every conceivable item I
could find in my car, off a few of us went (Editor Lyndon and Local Projects Director
John with Imogen and Ethan) to get a glimpse of how our Community Grant will im-
pact many (no the others weren’t wearing my clothes!). What a fabulous project – not
only are they providing food for local community groups but also helping to train
hearing impaired young people through the Hear Me, See Me, Employ Me program,
which provides valuable skills to young people who would otherwise find it difficult to
getting training due to their impairment.

So, to answer the question in my alternate diary title – why do we do it? That’s easy,
to see how even the smallest things we do can make such a difference. Just like the
ripple created by a stone thrown in the water.
To quote Helen Keller “Alone we can do so little, together we can do so much.”
Thank you all for playing your part no matter how small.
…….. PS I survived week 1!! ……….President Trish



Club Mee� ng 18 July 2023
Trish Carr’s first normal club mee� ng as President was a great 
success with 22 members and guests present, including 2 members on
Zoom. It was a full program with the main event being presenta� ons 
by three RYLA guests.

Secretary Sue Thwaites and Director Ray McLeod-Dryden gave their reports while
Sergeant Robert Leach conducted his session and collected plenty of � ines from us all 
including (left to right) Ray Riehm, Tom Thorpe, Sue Thwaites and Simon Wheelton.

PS Any volunteers for a new Sergeant? Robert is looking to retire from his Sergeant’s role.



RYLA PRESENTATIONS

Our new President, Trish Carr, was a main organiser of this year’s RYLA event, and our Club
was very privileged to have  six RYLAR champions a� end our mee� ng. 

Two RYLA Leaders, Sean Mann and Keishan Hunkar, who our Club sponsored, and another
RYLA par� cipant Chris� ne Tolotchkov, gave short interes� ng presenta� ons around their 
individual experiences at this Year’s event and thanked Rotary for our support.

Keishan Hunkar Chris� ne TolotchkovSean Mann

President Trish Carr and
Director Ray McLeod-
Dryden presented the
RYLA par� cipants with 
their Rotary Box Hill
Burwood RYLA
Cer� ficates



Combined Meeting with Springvale City Rotary Club
Last week our club joined Springvale City Rotary Club for a dinner mee� ng at Buca� ni’s
restaurant where Sally Miles from See Beyond Borders (SBB), and Seda Douglas, a
Springvale Club Rotarian gave excellent presenta� ons.

Also Cambodian-born Seda Douglas spoke about her
experience under the brutal Khmer Rouge. She has 22
years’ experience with ABC’s Radio Australia, as a
journalist/broadcaster and executive producer. and spent
the last 13 years implementing preventative measures by
empowering vulnerable communities through education
and training. The founding of the Save Cambodian
Children Fund Inc. in 2003 was a direct result of her
response and passion.

Chair:- John Friend-Pereira President:- Trish Carr Director Rae McLeod-Dryden

Sally Miles, Chief Execu� ve 
Australia, SeeBeyondBorders
Sally is an experienced NGO
professional with exper� se in 
strategic partnerships,
fundraising, and
communica� ons. She leads the 
SeeBeyondBorders Australia
team and holds a Masters'
Degree in Social Change and
Development. Sally's passion for
Cambodia is evident in her
previous work as a tour guide in
the region.

Thank you to Springvale City

Rotary Club for the invita� on to 

join them for this inspiring

evening about the work of See

Beyond Borders organisa� on.



PROBUS CLUB of MONT ALBERT

30th Anniversary Celebrations
by President Trish Carr

My first duty as President of our club was to be present at the 30th Anniversary Celebra� on of 
the Probus Club of Mont Albert on Friday 14th July at the Box Hill Golf Club.

The club was one of the six Probus Clubs we chartered in our club history. In April 1993 some
of the club commi� ee members of Rotary Box Hill (as we were then known) decided to canvas 
the local neighborhood for interest with a le� erbox drop – those members were Robert Leach
and Clem Joyce who together with club secretary Lloyd Cranwell wrote to the people who
responded and invited them to an Organiza� onal Mee� ng in the (then) Hotham Street Uni� ng 
Church Hall on Friday 11th June 1993.

At that mee� ng the inaugural office bearers were elected and discussion regarding the 
cons� tu� on, mee� ng place and � me where decided. This led to the first formal mee� ng of the 
club on 9th July 1993.

It is a vibrant and ac� ve club with about 100 members and runs mul� ple social ac� vi� es. It was 
an honor to be invited to present current President Steffen Kasch with his 30 year cer� ficate on 
behalf of Probus South Pacific and even meet one or 2 original members of our club.



Every Saturday afternoon food is provided to over 100 international
students at Deakin University car park, managed by Director Simon Wheelton and a
great team. An anchor product is the wonderful range of meals donated by Fare
Share and every month we give away close to 1000 !

Simon’s dog “Molly”

entertains the queue of

students



“Blessing”
Our Nigerian Visi� ng Rotarian
By President Trish Carr

Many of you have met and had the pleasure of spending � me 
over the last 12 months with our fellow visi� ng Rotarian –
Blessing.
Recently she has returned to Nigeria as she takes on the Role
of President of the Rotary Club of Woji Town in Port Harcourt,

Nigeria. Port Harcourt is the
capital and largest city in Rivers State, Nigeria. It is the fi� h 
most populous city in Nigeria a� er Lagos, Kano, Ibadan and 
Benin.
However whilst becoming a
President is exci� ng enough her � me 
there has been even more exci� ng –
our lovely Blessing has also got
married while there to Prince Collins
Obina.
Blessing has kindly allowed me to
share some of her photos and this
wonderful news to you all. Our club
congratulates the happy couple and
wish them all the best for a happy



Next Meeting

Date: Tue 15 August 2023 6.15 pm for 6.30pm

Venue: Upton Room, Box Hill RSL

Event: Speaker withdrawn last minute due to Covid, new speaker TBA

August 2023 Birthdays:
11th Enri Lin

13th Andrew Shen

30th Betty Cranwell

August 2023 Anniversaries:
Inductions

1st Clem Joyce

14th Vincent Li

23rd Lyndon Smith

Weddings

3rd Alison & David Tolstrup

27th Val & Colin Johnson

Bulletin Editor
Lyndon Smith
would welcome
any interesting
articles or
photos for the
Bulletin


