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Where are we? (When not under Covid-19)

The Rotary Club of Box Hill Burwood meets at 6.00 pm for 6.15 pm every 1st and 3rd Tuesday evenings of the month in the

Upton Room, Lower Level, Box Hill RSL, 28 Nelson Road, Box Hill. Members are requested to contribute $10 per meeting

to meet the hire of the Upton Room. Meetings are followed by a meal at 7.30 pm in the RSL Bistro.

Also informal Fellowship meals are held on alternate Tuesdays as scheduled at 6.15pm at the RSL Bistro.

Greetings to all.

It is now about two weeks into our new Rotary year, and it has been an exciting start.

As you know, we had the launch of our new Burwood One Market on Saturday 3rd July, and there
was a real buzz about the place. The stallholders were generally happy with the way the market

was organized, however it is recognized that additional signage and promotion is required for future markets to increase the
number of stalls, and to increase the flow of customers to the stalls. This will make it attractive for the stallholders to return
month after month and become regulars (just like the regular stalls we have at the Farmer’s Market). I am sure that Charlie
and his team will succeed in all of this.

Our hardworking Art Show Committee is meeting regularly to plan what promises to be an outstanding Art Show in early
November. After not being able to hold the Art Show last year due to Covid, we are aiming to make this year’s Art Show
one of the best ever. Ultimately a successful show enables us to fund a fantastic project in our Whitehorse community, and
therefore a lot of thought goes into selecting a worthwhile beneficiary.

As you know, our beneficiary for this year’s Art Show will be Eastern Health, with funding to be provided for an exciting
artwork commission to create 100 m2 of colourful and uplifting murals on the walls of the Children’s Ward and Special Care
Nursery at Box Hill Hospital.

At our club meeting this coming week we will be privileged to have Leanne Virgona, the Nurse Unit Manager of the
Children’s Ward, as our guest speaker. Due to Covid Lockdown No. 5, the meeting will now be on Zoom.

Simon Wheelton, Ray McLeod-Dryden and I had the pleasure recently of being taken on a tour of the Children’s Ward and
Special Care Nursery with Clair Harrison of Eastern Health Foundation, where we met Leanne, and we were very
impressed with her passion and dedication. We will also have other guests from Eastern Health attending the meeting
including Dr Jess Costa-Pinto, who is one of the Box Hill Hospital Paediatricians, Nurse Amanda Fogarty and Clair
Harrison, all of whom have been involved in fund raising and driving improvements at the Children’s Ward and Special Care
Nursery.

Finally, we are all relieved that David Tolstrup has recovered and is back home after his recent health scare with a blood
clot. Our very best wishes go to him and Alison.

I look forward to seeing you at the Zoom meeting.

Rob Fenton

PRESIDENT ROB’S MESSAGE



Last Club mee� ng at RSL Upton Room 6th July:-
This was the first mee� ng for new 
President Rob Fenton.

Rob reviewed various events both past
and future, and thanked various
Rotarians for their extra help including
Charlie Xu for the new Burwood One
Market, Simon Wheelton for the on
going Farmers Market and Trish Carr
and Les Marton for con� nuous help 
with AV produc� on for mee� ngs, 
including the District and Club Change
Over Dinners.

President Rob welcomed Guest Speaker
Paramedic Ken Whi� le to speak about
the Peer Support Dog Program.

President Rob also had much pleasure
in advising that Vice President David
Tolstrup will present Ross McPhail with
his Paul Harris Fellow third Sapphire.

Vice President David Tolstrup presents Ross McPhail

with his Paul Harris Fellow Third Sapphire.

Who is the “Face Behind The Mask”?

None other than our AV produc� on specialist, 
Community Projects Director Trish Carr



Op Shop Director Clem Joyce
presents a cheque from the Op
Shop to President Rob for
$7,000 from May/June for the
Charity account.

This makes the total profit for 
the year 2020/21 of $47,000 in
spite of Covid-19 restric� ons.

Rob thanked Clem and Op Shop
volunteers for this great effort.

David Tolstrup presents President Rob
with a “Future Rotarian” T shirt for his
li� le grandson Lachlan.

Secretary Ray McLeod-Dryden reminds
Rotarians to a� end the district C-O Dinner
on 9 July and thanked all involved in the
first Burwood One Market Sat. 3rd July. 

Director Simon Wheelton calls for volunteers
for our Farmers Market on Sunday 11th July.



Guest Speaker:- Paramedic Ken Whittle

Ambulance Victoria

“Peer Support Dog Program”

In 2018 the Victorian Ambulance Service incorporated a support dog in their Peer

Support Program.

This addition to the program was a great success and today there are 12 support

dogs trained with their handlers across Victoria.

We had the pleasure of meeting Victoria’s first Peer Support Dog, Labrador “Bruce”.

Bruce (now seven years old), and his handler paramedic and peer support

co-ordinator Ken Whittle, have visited hundreds of locations as part of the

pilot program and helped support the mental health and wellbeing of nearly

3000 ambulance staff and first responders.

Rotary mee� ng Chair Rae 
Harding with Paramedic Ken
Whi� le and “BRUCE”



President Rob Fenton’s Acceptance Speech

Club Changeover Dinner 29 June 2021

Firstly I would like to say how great it is that we can meet together again in person for an occasion like this.

Unlike last year, when the club changeover was by Zoom. Also I would like to express our thanks to Robert for

his excellent job as MC this evening.

I am very proud to have the honour to be the President of this great club for the 2021/22 Rotary year.

The theme for 2021/22 from Rotary Interna� onal President Shekhar Mehta is “Serve to Change Lives”, and 

what a great theme that is for us to focus our efforts on.

This year we celebrated 100 years of Rotary in Australia.  It was a great opportunity to reflect on the story of 

Rotary over that long period, and the posi� ve contribu� ons it has made to our community, to our country, 

and to the wider world.  It is an exci� ng � me to be part of Rotary as we begin our second 100 years. 

I would like to acknowledge and thank David Tolstrup for his excellent year as President, steering us through

the 2020/21 Rotary year, and keeping us together and relevant during this Covid effected year.  We now 

appear to slowly be coming out of Covid, especially with the vaccina� on program ramping up, and let’s hope 

that we are now over the lockdowns and that we can con� nue our mee� ngs and our projects without further 

interrup� ons.  However the lockdowns currently happening in other states are a serious concern.

David was very ably supported by Alison during his Presiden� al year, and I would like to acknowledge her 

great contribu� on.  I would have loved to have had the support of my wonderful wife Sue during my 

Presiden� al year, but unfortunately that was not to be.  Some of our newer members may not know that my 

late wife Sue was also a member of our club, and was also a Board Member. In 2017 she was the Community

Services Director, and with her commi� ee she managed our great Community Grants program.  In that year, 

there were a bumper 27 applica� ons, and Community Grants were awarded to 15 community organisa� ons.  

It was later that year that Sue passed away a� er a short ba� le with cancer, just six weeks a� er being 

diagnosed.

I am pleased to have a table of my family present here tonight. My three daughters are here, as well as one

son-in-law, and two grandchildren, and actually there is also another grandchild on the way. Also at the table

are my sister in law Lin and brother in law Fraser. Thanks all for your support.

Our club is undergoing an exci� ng resurgence, with a substan� al group of dynamic new members joining our 

long standing dedicated members. Together we will make 2021/22 a very purposeful year for our club.

I would like to acknowledge the excellent work that Ray Riehm and Ray McLeod-Dryden have carried out in

leading our Membership and Marke� ng drives, including our expansion into the Burwood area.  Marke� ng 

and membership ini� a� ves such as the club video, banners, introducing corporate membership, and 

adver� sing in and providing ar� cles for the Burwood Bulle� n, are all increasing our profile.  This has all 

required � me, effort and enthusiasm.  

The personal encouragement from Charlie to his friends has also brought in some excellent new members,

and encouraged Lu Cheng to re-join.

Also, our rela� vely recent new members, Trish and Les, have vast experience in Rotary at club and district 

level, and we are fortunate to have such a dynamic duo in our club.

We need to make sure that our new members, as well as our older members, are all given the opportunity to

make meaningful and challenging contribu� ons.  



The new ini� a� ve, driven by Charlie, of the Burwood One Market, has already benefited from the organiz-

ing skills of our new members, Andrew Shen and Daniel Loh. The Burwood One Market is to be held

monthly in the undercover carpark of Burwood One Shopping Centre in Burwood Highway, with the first 

market to be this Saturday between 9 AM and 2 PM. As well as being a promising fundraising project for

our club, the market should also have the added benefit of raising our club profile in our new expansion 

into the Burwood area.

New member Sue Thwaites has become part of our strong Art Show Commi� ee, and new member John 

Friend-Pereira will be working with Ray McLeod-Dryden on our Youth programs, including Interact and

RYLA.

The popular and well a� ended Whitehorse Farmers Market, which is run by six Rotary clubs including ours, 

and for which our very own Simon Wheelton is the Co-Ordinator, is another opportunity to contribute, as

is our amazing Op Shop managed by Clem.

This year we are looking forward to once again having our great Whitehorse Art Show in early November,

a� er missing it last year due to Covid.  The Art Show is always a great opportunity for all club members, 

and club supporters, to contribute to a successful and joyful event.

We are always looking for ways to broaden the appeal of our art show, without detrac� ng from the quality 

and reputa� on of the main pain� ng component.  We have introduced a Photographic Sec� on in recent 

years, and this is gaining in popularity. This year we will also be privileged to have a display of Art Blown

Glass, arranged by highly regarded Glass Ar� san Miles Johnson, who is the son of our esteemed Honorary 

Member and Art Show Judge, Colin Johnson.

Our beneficiary for this year’s Art Show will be Eastern Health, with funding to be provided for an exci� ng 

artwork commission to brighten up the otherwise bleak walls of the Children’s Ward at Box Hill Hospital,

with 100 m2 of fascina� ng and colourful mural pain� ng work to be produced by a firm of professional 

ar� sts.  The artwork is bound to have a very posi� ve outcome on the child pa� ents and their families.  It 

will also be a very good promo� on of our club, as the Box Hill Hospital Children’s Ward is widely used by all 

areas of the Whitehorse community and beyond, and therefore the prominent plaque that will record that

our club funded the project will be seen by many.

As well as working on projects, we will con� nue to enjoy our mee� ngs and our fellowship and social occa-

sions.  We are fortunate to have excellent guest speakers at our club mee� ngs thanks to the work of Pro-

gram Chair Rae Harding. I am sure that Trish and Les, our Fellowship and Social Co-ordinators, will con� n-

ue to come up with enjoyable, imagina� ve and fun social ac� vi� es for us to enjoy.  All of the above will 

con� nue be recorded as usual in our excellent Club Bulle� ns, thanks to bulle� n editor Lyndon and club 

photographer Vincent.

All in all, it should be a good year ahead for our club, and I am looking forward to being part of it, together

with all our members and supporters.

President Rob Fenton



Inaugural Burwood One Market

On Saturday Morning 3rd July 2021, Rotary Club Box Hill Burwood partnered

with Burwood One Shopping Centre and held their first monthly Market in the

shopping centre undercover carpark.

With 40 stall holders selling a wide range of products from flowers to rugs and

everything in between except the kitchen sink, it was a slow start but a great

success given the freezing cold weather and first time event.

Pre-promo� on table set up in shopping centre foyer for 
2 days before the market manned by Simon, Vincent,
Charlie, Robert, David, Ray and Lyndon

Se� ng up and manning the market by Charlie, 
Robert, Simon, David, John, Ray, Lyndon and
others Saturday morning 9am to 2pm.



Burwood One Centre, Rotary Box Hill Burwood Market Continued

The Market was organised by Charlie Xu and his commi� ee and will be held every month on 
the first Saturday of the month from 9am to 2pm. . The earnings for the Club Charity Account 
from this market will far exceed our share of the mul�  club Whitehorse Farmers Market.

Great thanks to Charlie Xu and all volunteers involved.   Please support it’s con� nuance.

The main beneficiary for this year’s Art Show will be a Wall Mural 
pain� ng project for the Box Hill Hospital Children’s Ward Special 
Care Nursery. (Up to 20 murals, see examples below).

This is a specific project for approximately $23,000 that will 
include Box Hill Burwood Rotary Club acknowledgment.



It was a great event with over 200 a� ending and DG Alma Reynolds handing over to DG 2021/22 Daryl
Moran.

Our Club had a table of 10 a� endees and the highlight for us was Trish Carr being made a Paul Harris Fellow
and Les Marton receiving a second Paul Harris Fellow Sapphire.

In addi� on President David Tolstrup received our Club Cer� ficate of Recogni� on for 2020/21 for achieving all
elements:  Club Building, Projects, PR and Communica� ons

District 9810 Change-Over Dinner 2021



Charlie Xu wins the weekly Raffle

Alma & Paul Harris Fellow Trish Carr. John & Gemma-Jane Norma & Patrick

District Change-Over Dinner Con� nued

TIT BITS

Chance mee� ng with Lyndon and Tom Thorpe and 
Dorothy at the Acorn Nursery led to a nice morning tea!

Robert, Simon and Charlie having a

spirited discussion where to put the

Rotary flag at the Burwood One Market

No room for cats here!



Ryman Healthcare “Ryman Show Bags” for the Baton Relay Team!!

12 Angry Men is a classic American courtroom drama directed by Trish Carr and is a gripping examina� on of 

twelve jurors as they deliberate the convic� on or acqui� al of a 16-year-old defendant on the basis of

reasonable doubt, in a seemingly open-and-shut case. Recently staged at Trish’s Stageworx theatre, our

Rotary Club was treated to a magnificent performance on 2nd July with part of the profits donated to 

Charity. The Produc� on and ac� ng was excellent as was the sound and ligh� ng by Les Marton.

Our club is very thankful for Trish arranging this special evening for our Members and families.

Trish Carr, Director
Les Marton,

Sound & Ligh� ng



Next Meeting:
Date: Tue 20th July 2021 7.00 pm

Venue: ZOOM virtual meeting

Speaker: Eastern Health— Childrens Ward Mural project

July Birthdays:
6th Barbara Shaw

23rd Vincent Li

July Anniversaries:
Induction - nil

Wedding - 1st Dabak & Tim Lynn

Bulletin Editor Lyndon
Smith would welcome
lots more information
from members to
enhance our
communication during
Covid-19


