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 A special greeting to all our network of friends!

The members of the Box Hill Burwood Rotary Club want to ensure that, even in these difficult 

times, we remain connected to those people and organisations around the Box Hill and Burwood area 

that are trying to make the lives of their fellow citizens just that little bit better. 

 

In our last edition we were showing some signs of optimism that we maybe emerging from all these 

COVID-19 related interruptions to our respective organisations. Since then of course, we have all 

gone into stage 4 lock down and there is no real positive indication that we are going back to 

“business as normal” anytime soon. Our Op Shop is closed once again after a very promising three 

weeks of trading and now the Whitehorse Farmer’s Market has been forced to go into recess until 

restrictions that inhibit its operations are lifted. And of course, our Annual Art Show has been 

cancelled. 

 

Still, thanks to our ever growing confidence in using technology, our club - and I guess your 

organisation - continues to meet virtually and, in our case, we are experiencing a most encouraging 

level of engagement. ZOOM seems to be the order of the day for quite some time yet. 

 

We often hear people ask what Rotary does and in particular what does our club do. Well, we have 

recently completed production of a video which we think presents a really good indication of what, in 

normal non-COVID19 times, we do. Take a look - it can be found by accessing our Club website: 

www.boxhillburwoodrotary.org.au or by following this link to our Club’s Facebook page:    

https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=638782826981202 

 

For a little bit more info about our club the next issue of The Burwood Bulletin [a wonderful local 

publication] will be running a profile piece on our club. We hope that you all find it to be of interest. 

 

 Coffee for Frontline Emergency Healthcare Workers

The members of our Club wanted to express solidarity with our frontline emergency healthcare 

workers and the coffee project outlined in our previous edition has continued to operate and, in fact, 

additional funding has been allocated in an attempt to stand by our heroic workers for some time yet. 

We thank our friends at The Red Cup Café in Whitehorse Road and The Norwood Café situated in the 

new Brickworks Shopping Centre in East Burwood for assisting us to deliver this project. This project 

has been substantially funded by individual club member donations and we would certainly welcome 

any organisation or individual who would like to see this project extended to make a contribution. 

Please contact me and I will provide you with details as to how to donate. 

 

Our Club is keen to identify and to respond to needs that have already arisen in the community from 

the pandemic. We are certain that as we emerge [we will] from the devastating impact on all of us 

that certain groups of people and small businesses will face particular challenges that we as a Club 

may be able to assist in addressing. We want to play our role in community fabric rebuilding in the 

new post-COVID19 environment, which we think will be very different to how we left things before 

being struck down by the pandemic. 

www.boxhillburwoodrotary.org.au
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=638782826981202
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Thus, we need your help! 

We would welcome your input as to any pressing current needs and as we prepare for emergence, an 

identification of likely future needs. We may be able to act as a facilitator in bringing groups together 

to address issues.  Our Club has set aside some funds to assist in addressing these needs but your 

needs may not involve funding, they may be in the form community re-connection, or other 

therapeutic remedies. Rotary in general and our club specifically is very concerned about and 

committed to addressing the issues of mental health within our community. Our club is presently 

examining a number of potential projects which may provide comfort to some of our folk who are 

facing these issues. We would welcome any suggestions or ideas. Send me an email 

tolstrup@futureweb.com.au and we can start a conversation. 

 

Loneliness is an ever emerging issue within our society and is probably even more prevalent now. An 

antidote to loneliness is connection and interaction. This maybe just the right time for people feeling 

isolated to connect with a Club that meets regularly, albeit via Zoom, and enjoy the friendship that 

our members can offer. We would welcome inviting anyone interested in participating in our 

fortnightly online Zoom meetings at 7.30pm on a Tuesday evening, where we hear from interesting 

guest speakers and generally have a bit of communal pastoral care session, to contact me and I will 

make the necessary arrangements. 

 

This is an opportunity to give advance notice that our Club will be reinstating the Community Grants 

Program, and we have been able to resource the project to make a difference.  Usually the program 

is launched in March and grants made around May. Given the circumstances that currently exist, we 

may well consider bringing forward this program. Watch our website for updated information. 

Hopefully, by the next time we communicate with our network of Community Connections, we will not 

only see some light at the end of the tunnel but we will have to get out of the way of the train. 

 

Until then – cheers to you all. 

President David Tolstrup 

 

Share Your Story & Remain Connected 
 

You can contact us on president@boxhillburwoodrotary.org.au 

 
We’d love you to share your stories of interest with us – and we’ll help by promoting you! 

 
Please also visit and interact with our two Facebook pages: 

 Our Club Page @boxhilburwoodlrotary 

 Our Op Shop  @boxhillburwoodrotaryopshop 
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