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Sergeant Robert Leach 
commenced the Zoom video 
conference Meeting with the 
toasts to Rotary International 
and Australia prior to 
introducing President Ray 
Riehm. 
 
President Ray welcomed all to 
the Meeting, including our 
Guest Speakers, our newest 
Club Members Trish Carr and 

Les Marton, before leading into the Extraordinary 
General Meeting of Members who voted unanimously to 
adopt the Motion to give effect to the adoption of the 
new Club Constitution and By-Laws as previously 
circulated. 
 
Chairperson for the Meeting, Rae Harding, called for 
Committee Reports, as follows:- 
Opportunity Shop – Clem Joyce: 
Clem reported on the re-opening of the Opportunity 
Shop on Monday, 15th June following the coronavirus 
lockdown noting sales of items had been excellent and 
mentioning, also, how the new carpet etc. had improved 
the appearance and ambience of the retail areas. 
 
Clem also thanked David and Alison Tolstrup for their 
assistance in promoting the re-opening of the shop 
through Facebook and other social media. 
 
Free Coffee for Frontline Healthworkers & 
Membership – Ray McLeod-Dryden: 
Past President Ray advised the Project was still being 
supported by the Red Cup Café in Box Hill and the 
Norwood Café in East Burwood. 
 
Ray also reported on the recent Membership Committee 
Meeting noting the planned launch in Burwood has been 
postponed for the time being as a consequence of the 
Covid-19 limitations.  The Committee plans to advertise 

the Rotary Club of Box Hill Burwood in a forthcoming 
edition of the “Burwood Bulletin” and it is anticipated 
the final version of the promotional video will be 
available shortly. 
 
Forthcoming Zoom Meetings – Rae Harding: 
Rae reminded Members of the coming Zoom video 
conference meetings:- 

1. District 9810 Changeover this coming Saturday, 
20th June at 7.00 pm.  Bookings must be made 
beforehand at 
https://www.trybooking.com/BIRZS  

2. Morning Tea with the DGE is an informal chat 
about all things Rotary.  It happens on Tuesday 
mornings at 10.30 am.  The link for the next 3 
Tuesdays is:- 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83952071310?pwd
=SU9sSFNpVkdFb01vSnI1UVBrNExlQT09 
with the Meeting ID: 839 5207 1310 and 
Password: 590951. 

 
Whitehorse Farmers’ Market – Simon Wheelton: 
The Farmers’ Market re-opened on Sunday, 14th June 
after a three month hiatus because of the coronavirus 
lockdown and Simon was pleased with the 50 stallholders 
who were in attendance together with some 500 plus 
members of the public who came along to purchase the 
various items. 
 
The required social distancing was practised as per the 
current limitations and Simon expressed his appreciation 
to Club Members Ray McLeod-Dryden, Lyndon Smith 
and Charlie Xu who volunteered for duty on the day. 
 
Robert Leach conducted a lively Sergeant’s session, albeit 
without monetary fines, again, and there was a definite 
AFL football flavour to the “fines” and concluded with a 
Joke of the Week about a confused horse rider. 
 
Rae then introduced our Guest Speakers, Les Marton and 
Trish Carr who were each invited to present their New 



Member Biography.  Les led off and mentioned he has 
been involved in Rotary for some 30 years or so having, 
at various times, been engaged with the Rotary Clubs of 
Knoxfield, Mulgrave (Wheelers Hill), Mitcham where he 
served as President, before Monash and now Box Hill 
Burwood.  Les will be serving Incoming District 
Governor Alma Reynolds as an Assistant Governor in 
2020-2021. 
 

 
A screenshot of our Zoom Conference Meeting 

 
Les was originally from Budapest, Hungary, a country 
approximately one-third larger than Tasmania but 
supporting a population of just under 10 million.  Les’s 
family were caught up in the 1956 Russian invasion of 
Hungary where over 100,000 of the local population 
were killed so in 1956 they escaped to a refugee camp in 
Yugoslavia before moving again to a camp in Metz in 
France. 
 
Finally, they took advantage of the Assisted Passage 
Migrant Scheme to sail to Australia on the “Marconi” 
and their first billet was in the migrant hostel in 
Bonegilla, near Wodonga in Victoria’s north-east before 
moving to Melbourne. 
 
Les described how he originally wanted to become an 
electrician but his mother insisted on a different career 
and he undertook a tailor’s apprenticeship in Flinders 
Lane.  He developed his interests in audio and electronics 
in additional to his piloting of aircraft for some 26 years 
and he described some of the episodes he has enjoyed in 
his recording studio with some of the local entertainment 
stars such as Kate Cebrano, Rhonda Burchmore and 
Denis Drysdale all of whom he described as delightful. 
 
Trish Carr took centre stage and told us how she grew up 
in the late Baby Boomer era complete with the Beatles, 

the Beach Boys, the Mamas and Papas and Bob Dylan, 
Jaffa sweets and cassette tapes.  She recalls vividly the 
television reporting of John F. Kennedy’s assassination 
and the historic first landing on the moon. 
 
Trish’s mother, Rosemary, was born in Trieste, Italy, a 
port city which at various times in the 20th Century, was 
ruled by the Italians, the Germans and the conquering 
Allied Forces.  In 1956 Trish’s parents migrated to 
Australia and Trish boasts that she was The Most 
Beautiful Baby in the World when she was born in the 
Jessie McPherson Private Hospital. 
 
Trish told us about her schooling at the Presentation 
Convent in Dandenong Road, Windsor and she related 
the tale about the time the Presentation nuns were asked 
to give permission for the school’s gardens to be used in 
the making of a feature film.  Approval was given but the 
finished product was not as they had expected as the 
finished film was the sex comedy, Alvin Purple! 
 
After attending LaTrobe University Trish commenced a 
career in the Performing Arts and 10 years ago 
completed a further degree in Creative Arts.  During her 
career Trish has been a designer, performer, dancer and 
stage manager to name a few.  Trish has two sons, Scott 
who is a pilot with Rex Regional Express Airlines in 
Perth and Daniel who still lives at home. 
 
In Trish’s opinion, it will take at least 12 months for the 
Performing Arts Sector to return to a pre-Covid-19 
situation given the need to fill entire theatres to ensure 
the viability of productions as well as the lead-up time 
required to put a production on the stage. 
 
At the conclusion of the presentations Chairperson Rae 
thanked both Les and Trish for their interesting talks, 
formally welcomed them, again, to the Rotary Club of 
Box Hill Burwood and noted she looked forward to their 
participation in Club activities. 
 
To conclude the Zoom Meeting President Ray also 
thanked Trish and Les for their presentations and 
reminded Members of our Annual Club Changeover 
Meeting to be held at the Box Hill Golf Club on 
Tuesday, 30th June, 6.30 for 7.00 pm.  Ray was pleased to 
advise that 40 Members and Guests have indicated they 
will be attending and he is looking forward to welcoming 
all to the function including Past Members Sue and Rob 
Bishop and Peter and Margaret Cummins in addition to 
Honorary Member Colin Johnson and Val. 
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Date:   Tuesday,  
Venue:   Box Hill Golf Club 
Guest Speaker:  President Ray Riehm presents his Annual Report 
Topic:   Changeover Night 

ooOoo 
 



 

Date Chair Guest Speaker Topic 
23rd June N/R N/R N/R 
30th June President Ray Riehm President Ray Riehm President’s Annual Report 

Changeover Meeting 
7th July N/R N/R N/R 

From 15th June to 30th June 2020 

Date Member/Partner Event 
17th June David D’Silva Induction Anniversary 
30th June Charlie Xu & Hui Chen Xu Wedding Anniversary 

 

 Rob Fenton reports he has plenty to keep him 
occupied in his engineering practice even with 
the coronavirus restrictions.  Naturally, 
however, he took time out to watch the 
Geelong – Hawthorn game at the weekend. 

 
 Lyndon Smith is pleased to see the re-opening 

of the Club’s Opportunity Shop and was quite 
surprised at the excellent sales receipts for the 
first two days of new trading. 
 

 Ray McLeod-Dryden has been spending his 
days “grandfathering” the grandkids.  Keeps 
him young, he says, not to mention busy! 
 

 Following the completion of his Presidential 
Year, President Ray Riehm is planning a 
holiday in Queensland.  He and Nola are 
aiming for two weeks on the Gold Coast with 
their family followed by an additional two 
weeks in Coolum on the Sunshine Coast.  

Notwithstanding the trip is planned for 
September, Ray reports great difficulty in 
arranging flight bookings.  Best to drive, Ray! 
 

 David and Alison Tolstrup have been too 
busy to visit their holiday house at Rhyll on 
Philip Island but David is hoping they might be 
able to get down their again in a week or so.  
Just make sure you are back in time for 
Changeover, David! 
 

 This is the final Club Bulletin for the 2019-2020 
Rotary Year and many thanks to all who have 
contributed to the content and production this 
year particularly Tim Lynn who looked after 
the formatting etc.  After Changeover, the 
Bulletin will be produced by Lyndon Smith 
and any requests, items or snippets should, in 
future, be directed to Lyndon at 
lyndonmady@gmail.com or on 0412 927 447. 
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